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Orientalism and its Position on the Fundamentals of
Islamic Belief (An Analytical Critical Study)

Abstract:
Research Topic: This study examines the doctrinal
foundations of Orientalism and its doubts concerning
the sources of Islamic belief. focusing on the theological
and missionary roots that shaped Western approaches
to Islam and critically analyzing doubts about the
Prophetic Sunnah and the claim of doctrinal evolution.
Objectives: The study seeks to identify the religious
motivations behind Orientalist studies. refute attempts
to detach Islam from its divine character. establish the
early recording of the Sunnah and the independence of
Islamic creed from external influences. and clarify the
risks of treating matters of the unseen as historically
evolving phenomena.
Findings: The study concludes that early Orientalism
was closely connected with ecclesiastical and
missionary objectives. It also finds that the theory of
Joseph Schacht concerning the late recording of the
Sunnah is weakened by evidence for early written
transmission. Furthermore. the claim of doctrinal
evolution is shown to rest on treating revelation as a
historical human product rather than fixed divine

guidance. The study also argues that questioning the



integrity of the Companions affects the reliability of the
transmission of Islamic sources.

Keywords: Orientalism. doctrinal foundations.
Prophetic Sunnah:. doctrinal evolution. critique of

doubts.
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