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Jon Elster's explanation of Marx's schema of classes.

Social mode
of
production

Primitive
communism

Asiatic mode
of
production

Slave
societies

Feudal
societies

Capitalist
societies

Ruling classes |other classes

No classes

Bureaucrats or
theocrats

Patricians

Lords

Industrial and
financial
capitalists,
landlords

[unnamed class]

Plebeians,
freemen, slaves

guild masters,
journeymen,
serfs

the petit
bourgeoisie, the
peasantry, wage
labourers

example
society

Many pre-
agricultural
societies

Archaic
Egyptian
society

Ancient Rome

12th century
Western
Europe

19th century
Europe until
present
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