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The late Professor Alfred Guillaume suggested that the beginnings of answer to the problem of the connection
between Eastern and Western versities might be found if the origin of the scholastic use of the term lo.ccalareus’ or
‘baccalaureus’ could be explained satisfactorily."4" This term the sense of a holder of the lowest university degree
first appears in the thirteenth century in the University of Paris in the system of degrees established in1231 by the bull
Parens scientiarum of Pope Gregory IX,"5" although the word was probably used colloquially earlier than this,
Guillaume’s dry observation that the etymology of this word given in the Oxford English Dictionary ‘can hardly be
said to explain [this term] satis-factorily’ (it seeks to derive the word from vacca ‘cow’) is echoed by many European
authorities."6" Guillaume went on to suggest that the origin of the term ‘baccalareus’ should be sought in an Arabic
phrase used in an Islamic academic context, and proposed the phrase ‘bi-jiaqq al-riway’ .
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(1) New Light on the Origin of the term 'Baccalaureate’, By: R.Y Ebied and M. J. L. Young, Islamic
Quarterly 18.1 (Jan 1, 1974): 3. http://www.salaam.co.uk/knowledge/baccalaureate.php
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