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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Towards a sound forccasting of the cultural
future of the Islamic World

I. Science as part of culture

In 1979, Europe and the Wesl were shaken by an cxtremely violent and harshly
worded Japancsc challenge expressed by Konosuke Matsu Shita, president of the
Japancsc industrial clectricity board and onc of the prominent figurcs in Japancsc
cconomy.

He said in substance that Japan would undoubtedly succeed and the industrialized
West would certainly fail for it carricd the sceds of its own [ailure. Ilc added that
Western institutions had remained committed to Taylor's views and the danger lics in
that their minds have also remained confined to Taylor's dogma! He added that for
Westerners, idcal management consisted in distinguishing between the tasks of
thinkers and thosc of workers, and that management was the art of conveying the
idcas of the leaders to executive staff and workers.

He went on to add that the Japanese, for their part, had rcjected Taylor's dogma
and appriscd themiselves of the challenges of the future, attaching greal importance o
developing the intclligence of all workers. e added that the Japancse sought to
promote the intelligence of all the members of socicty and continuc the dialoguc
among all active clemients so that they may work within a family spirit. Management
thus consisted in mobilizing the intelligence of all in a project that will benefit all.()

There have been countless reports, speeches and addresses which referred to this
challenge. Many a book sought to stimulatc Europcan ambitions in order to give
Lurope a distinct position in the civilizational proccess.

We do not mican to praisc Japan, for the Japancse developmental modcl is not
applicable clsewhere. Rather, we mican to give an example of a country which is
cager to keep up with progress through competition, inventivencss and creativity in
all ficlds. Europe did take up the challengg; it confronted it with the nccessary
preparations and forccasting and concluded that the solution resided in culture, that



basic fabric which is instrumental for scicntific rescarch and development, the two
pillars of cultural progress.

Europe realized the role of culturc and cducation in the Japancsc civilizational
structurc. It thus embarked on the implementation of scicntific and technological
programmcs in the cultural and scicntific ficlds, such as COST, EUREKA, REL
(laboratories programme), ESF (Europcan Science Foundation) programmes and
FAST programme on forccasting the futurc of scicnce and technology.®

These and similar programmes throughout the industrialized West raiscd the
question of whether scicnce was part of culture®); a fact that opened the way to
forccasting the future of scicnce and technology and the {uturce of culture in general.
It was realized that culture could not have a sound future without investigation of the
futurc of science and its technological applications. Scicntists became more vocal
during the last decadc in rebuking those attempting to scparate scicnce {rom culturc
and in condemning any rescarch or project which was not based on the premisc that
scicnce was an active part of culture.

Ilya Prigorine, Nobel Prize winner and author of many scicatific studics and
rescarch workds was onc of them. In his book The New Alliance®, he indicated that
it has become urgent for scicnce to consider itself an integral part of the culturc within
which it has developed. He goces on to say that scicnce will become universal when it
ccases to deny the interests of socicty and stops considering itself alien to it. Only
then will it be ablc to interact with people and respect peoples from diverse culturces.

Rene Mahcu, former Dircctor General of UNLESCQ, who had Dr. Al-Mandjra as
deputy dircctor for many ycars, was misundcrsiood by the UN beaurocracy.
According to Dr. Al-Mandjra, had he been understood, we would have gained ycars
of cffort and saved millions of dollars through simply abandoning the illusion of the
possibility of the transfer of technology. Mahcu was the first to usc the concept of
cndogenous development within a social and cultural context, particularly with
respect to, scicnce®). Mahcu provides a precise definition of development as he
considers that development is scicnce transferred into culture.

Dr. Al-Mandjra himsclf says that scicnce may not be transferred as it is the
product of a cultural pattern. Culwral values determine scientific thought, creativity
and inventiveness. Hence, it is not possible to buy or transfer output without cultural
input which miakes it possible to understand, assimilate and enhance the valuc of what
has been transferred. Otherwise you are simply purchasing gadgets.®)
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In this introduction, I stressed on the close relation between scicnce and culture
and the influcnce of cach onc of them on the other's present and future in order to
indicate that any forccasting of the futurc of culture may not be carried out clcarly and
scientifically unless it is accompanicd by forccasting the futurc of scicnce and

technology through applying scicnce to the industrial, cconomic and social rcality of
socicly.

*

2. What strategy and what forecast?

At the end of 1978, the French ministry of culture carricd out a study through the
Intcrnational Futuribles Socicty on forccasting the future of cultural development.
The studics and discussions on the question "Which culture in the future?” led to the
conclusion that there were 1wo straiegics of culture():

Stralegy of resignation:

This is a strategy in which the masses progressively forego any competition with
the clite in the face of continuous changes within socicty and give up all attempts to
control change. This strategy is likely (o incrcasc tension in the status quo and
cnhance the centralization of authority and administration in the hands of the clite. It
drowns socicty under a [lood of problems resulting from the negative and untreated
cffects of change. It confines decision miaking and the detcrmination of allernatives in
the hands of an isolated group of actors and decision makers.

Strategy of mobilization

Under this stralcgy all conscious minds in socicty arc mobilized in order to attain a
qualitative civilizational level. Tt aims at the actual participation of the individual in
shaping his lifc, caring for his cnvironment and socicty, contributing to sclf
promotion and bearing positively on the development.and reform of his socicty, thus
making of thc changces in socicty a natural process aimed at developing socicty
instcad of being a sort of frenzy which curbs and paralyzes socicty’s potentialities.
This strategy allows for the development of a kind of culture which makes it possible
to movce on from a socicty with a passive majority to a socicty with an active majority
which states its problems, discusscs them and participates in formulating reform

progranmimes. Such a strategy permils a transtion from reckless authority o conscious
authority.



This study was sclected in view of its accurale and diverse forccasting perspective.
Any scrious study for the claboration of a cultural strategy in a socicty or nation
requires for its implementation and adequacy, the exislence of a democratic climate
which crystallizes and activates the idcas and conceptions included in-- and
rccommendcd by-- that strategy.

Many cultural dircctorates in the Islamic World remained commiteed to the first
strategy, namely the stralegy ofacesignation. Fowever, it has become necessary for
all cultural institutions and dircctorates in the Islamic World to resort to the sccond
model, the stratcgy of mobilization.

It is clcar that the sccond mode! stimulates and 1nduces potentials to move from a
state of ambiguily, negative consumerisim and rigidity of thought and creativity to a
state of mobilization, collective inventiveness and participation in the process of
change by all actors in social life in a way that would make it possible to develop
socicly's structurcs in order to preserve its quality, strengthen its identity and
rclations and promotc and devclop its thought.

Such a stratcgy requires three clements:

- democracy in formulation and implementation;
- decentralization of opcrations;
- diversity of ficlds.

As such, this stratcgy may not be formulated by a centralized body or a specifically
appointed agency to the cxclusion of the various other scctors, including the private
scctor, associations and institutions. Alongside {rcedom and democracy, creativity
requires diversity and multiplicity. Culture is creativity, reproduction and continuous
giving through discovery and inventivencss; otherwise, there is no hope for
continuity. Itis onc of God's laws that there is no mercy for thosc who lag behind in
matters of creativity and inventivencss. Almighty Allah never promiscd prosperity to
an idle man. The idle and backward arc crushed in the struggle for survival, their
identity is lost and their knowledge croded through ensuing cultural homogencity.

No wonder then that many cultural institutions and dircclorates in the Islamic
World should be paralyzed whenever they are bescl by crises. Similarly, it is hardly
a surprisc that similar institutions and dircctorates in industrialized countrics arc
thriving. In Islamic countries culturc is financed mostly from public funds and
conscquently the authority in power has the final word in both planning and
implcmentation in the cultural ficld. In industrialized countrics, on the other hand,



over 50% of financial and human resourecs (54% in Francce) comc from the private
scctor; culture is thus characterized by diversity and multiplicity, and henee creativity
and productivily.

This stratcgy has general as well as specific objcctives. It has its own specificitics
and is confronted with obstacles which it must overcome so that it may shape or
contribute to shaping the desired futurc of the Muslim Ummah.

Its general objectives consist in building the Islamic identity of the individual and
socicty, reforming intcllectual methods, developing the cultural pattern and achicving
Islamic authenticity. This necessitates an assimilation of modernity as well as
inspiration from scicntific and tcchnological innovalions in order to cnable the
Ummah to asscrt its civilizational precminence and regain its previous position as the

best of nations cvolved for mankind, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is
wrong.

In order to achicve these objeclives, prospective scicnce implics first the study of
futurc hypothescs required for the achicvement of thosc objectives; then the method
of achicvement is analytically retraced until we reach the present. This requires first
the analysis of the currcnt cultural situation followed by analysis of cultural progress
in the near future and then detenmining all activitics through participation and decision
making in order to find out the seeds of the present which will make the future.,

As for the present cultural situation, studics agree that the contemporary Muslim
individual is characterized by the loss of identity, confusion as lo his compclencc in
shaping his futurc and loss of sclf-conflidence regarding his ability to achicve
scientific and technological supcriority over his peers in the rest of the world. Hcence,
he has no character nor identity and suffers from intctlectual confusion, cultural
abscnce, scicntific backwardness and civilizational and human ncgation.

Various studics were carricd out with a view to formulating a cultural strategy in
the Islamic World. Ncvertheless, no prospective study was carricd beforchand.
Most available studics arc characterized by short-term perspective and suffer from

shorlcomings in methodology or analysis which become manifested only when they
arc put into practice.

Thesc shortcomings arc the result of obstacles which the strategy's methodology
should have overcome in order to achicve the desired objectives. Among thesc
obstacles arc the duplication of cfforts and the waste of encrgics owing to perpetual
beginnings from scratch or to the conclusion that all previous previous achicvements



in thecultural ficld arc inadequate. In fact present achicvements, although theoretical,
have their merits in spitc of the imperfections and confusion that characterize them.

The clearest example of duplication of cfforts and wasie of cnergics in outdated issucs
is the wish of cach institution (o be the initiator of any planning, stratcgy or working
mcthodology in the cultural ficld in the Islunic World. The samce applics to various
authors and thinkers who present sclfl conscious and repetitive cultural projects in
total disrcgard for the work of others.

Among other obstacles is the cyclical nature of the adoption of idcas. This cyclical
approach lcads to two other obsatcles: riding the wave without prior conviction; and
imitating others. Anyonc who wishes to undertake a prospective study of the futurc
of culturc should be aware of these obstacles and arm himself with patience as well as
determine his methodology and his thought and be awarc of obstacles and traps.

3. Forccasling'lhc Juture of culture:

We should first determine the concept of forccasting; then the prevailing trends in
the cultural, social and cconomic situation. We nced to determine the concept of
forccasting in order to highlight its rolc and the nced for it. When we forccast the
{uturc and investigate the concepts related to the development of the present situation,
we arc not nccessarily fleeing from the present. The representations we have of the
futurc arc but landmarks aimed at assisting us in avoiding obstacles and in sclecting

the right path with a view to rcforming the present in order to pave the way for a
healthicr and better futurc.

In ordcer to determing the trends we refer to what the futuribles cxperts forccast in
terms of mega trends for the next decade. These arc not conjectures or prophesics.
They arc embedded in the accurate analysis of the dircction the present situation is
taking, a comprchensive and profound study of its impact, the changes it has
witnessed in the ncar past, a conscious knowledge of the internal and rclated factors
which altogether determine the shape of its devclopment and its possible
manifestations in the future. Such an analysis is not void of prediction or imagination
but it involves an awarcness of and submission to universal laws and regulations.

Mega tendencies

We shall rely on two new studics so as not to repeat previous and outdated
predictions, particularly that prospective scicnce is highly variable, inconstant and
innovative.



In addition to modernity, and in an cndeavour to prescnt complementary points of
view and to report on recently accomplished studies in the ficld in order to draw
lessons therefrom, we present the views of the two largest contemporary schools in
the ficld namely, the Anglo-American school and the Irrench school.

A - The first study is by John Nesbitt and Patricia Aburdene, cntitled "Mcga
tendencics 1990-2000, what will change?"1®. Despite the praisc and the criticism
levelled at this study, its authors have the merit of {ollowing up most magazines and
newspapers and analysing political, economic, intcllectual and cultural changes and
the related criscs at the various levels. They were also keen to interview many
experts, businessmen and politicians on probable future developments.

The result of their work concerning the ninetics is the cmergence of the following
mcga tendencies:

1) Decterioration of the world-cconomic order.

2) Revival of the arts.

3) Risc of ncw socialism in castern block countrics.

4) Universalization of life patterns with the consolidation of cultural

specificitics.

5) Rising rolc of the Pacific.

6) Collapsc of the "welfarc state” in the West.
7) Accession of women to government

8) Biology agc.

9) Rcligious revival
10) Triumph of the individual.

We shall not attempt to explain the causcs for cach one of these trends here as the
purposc of this paper is to dircct the rescarcher in cultural planning to the trends most

likely to prevail over the next decade and take stock of what should be undertaken
before it is too late.

B - The sccond study cntitled "International Framework: cight mega tendencies”
was carricd out by Hugue de Jouvencl the administrative director of the International
Futuribles Socicty which is the largest internationally acclaimed French school. This
study has not been published yet and was presented at the futuribles symposium

organized by the above institution and the UN programme for planning staff in
Algceria on 22 and 23 May,1990.



The cight mega tendencics arc:

1) Increasc in the world population and doubling of the of the demographic growth

ratc (between 8 and 10 billion people by the year 2025). This trend Icads to four
major problems:

- sockitl and vocational assimilation of the youth;

- Demographic old age in industrialized countrics;

- worldwide cmigration and its impact in the cmergenee of multi-
cultural and multi-racial socictics;

- Urbanism and the expansion of citics.

2) Difficulty in ensuring food sccurity for people particularly in the countrics of
the South.

3) Spread of illitcracy (onc out of cvery four peoplc in the world is illiterate) and
the interdependence between poverty and illiteracy.

4) Criscs in the Third World (detcrioration of commoditics' prices and the debt
increasc).

5) Global dangcers (aggravation of natural and technological catastrophes, increasc
of pollution, sprcad of descrtification duc to global warming)

6) Impact of modern technology (computer scienee, biotechnology, ncw matcrials)
on culture.

7) Risc of the computer scicnee socicty. This will be accompanicd by three rifts:

- increasing rift between cconomic development and the consumption of raw
malcrials;

- rift between moncy exchange and real cconomics;

- rift between cconomic development and job opportunitics (according to the
author, modern tcchnologics cntered all ficlds to the extent that ordered
goods arc produced immediately according to specilications; thus,
companics will increasingly respond to personal needs, and the cconomy
will turn into a global cconomy).

8) The'great challenge is cultural and political.

‘The rescarcher concludes that the challenge with which socictics will be confronted

in the future is a cultural and political challenge arising from the tendencics mentioned
carlicr,
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As wc look closcly at the results of these two studics, we find that the first study
bascd its approach on reading, compiling and analyzing the ncws circulated by the
media and public opinion institutions.  As for the sccond study, it is based on the
views of prospective scicnee experts withoul recourse to the media nor influence from
public opinion. Both vicws arc nccessary, that is the onc intrinsically linked to
desired futures as well ag the one which is free from all bonds or conditions.

In order Lo substantiate such studics, at least as far as guiding decision makers and
planncrs, we present the summary of tendencies presented by a study commissionced
by the French ministry of culture and communication in 1978 on cultural policies and
the choices of socicty. The study was carried out by the International Futuribles
Socicty in Paris and concludes that the following five tendencices shall prevail in the
[uturc:

1) Population growth

2) Development of urban spice

3) Increasing demand for collective needs

4) Increasing non-matcrialism in the cconomy

5) Quick pace of changes and the emergence of the phenomenon of rarity.

The international cxperts who participated in the study agree that the world will
wilness transformations in three directions:

1) A transition from the quantitative boom to qualitative development;
2) Enhancement of human participation in prescrving the future of the environment;

3) Radical change in man's pereeption of himsclf.

We belicve that we have presented anadequate review of the mega tendencics as
forcseen by international cxperts. Somce of these tendencics have already occured in
the cightics and may continuc throughout the ninctics and beyond. Nevertheless, we
should present the tendencics which we and those intercsted in the future consider
likely to prevail in the Istamic World in the coming ycats. The Islamic World was
never studicd in a comprehensive, scicntific and scrious way with regards to its futurc
perspectives by a multi-disciplinary tcam of individuals who carc for their rcligion
and their nation, despite several isolated attempts in many ficlds.

Among the tendencies we feel are likely to prevail arc the perennial laws sct by
Almighty Allah. Thesc arc not probable phenomena; they are unchangcable and



cver-lasting. Yet there arc other tendencits which shall expand and give risc to other
prevailing tendencics. These arc:

1) Inteansification of the struggle between right and wrong. The enemics of Islam
and the encmics of justice and frecdom shall surround the Muslim individual and
Ummah.

2) The Muslim individual and socicty will rcturn to the original valucs and
heritage. They will scek o assért their distinet features and avoid the loss of identity.

3) Emphasis by Islamic peoples on Shura and the beginning of the collapsc of
dictatorships.

4) Increasc in population growth, increasc in urban populations and
overpopulition in the subucbs.

5) Immigration increase and drop in job opportunitics at national level as well as
abroad.

6) Collapsc of the citizen's purchase power in the Islamic world spread of poverty
and illiteracy.

7) Enhancement of the informational, intellectual and linguistic camipaign, with
cmphasis on the clite benefitting from the status quo with the aim of advocating the
campaign and defending it.

8) Incrcasc in reform projects and thwarted attempts to achieve some of them.

9) Gradual discnchantment with Western civilization and greater desire by Muslim

peoples to confront the scicntific and technological challenge and achicve precminence
therein. -

10) disintcgration of cconomic conditions duc to high debts.

11) Possibilc outbreak of regional conflicts instigated by racist groups and
rcligiously or ideologically hostile groups.

12) Collapsc of many political, cconomic and educational systems.
13) Aggravation of challenges and criscs.

14) Continuation of the firm as a stronghold only occasionally alfected by the
influence of Islamic revival. '

15) Increase, although at a slow puace, in the publishing of scrious scicntific
studics with a vicw to overcoming the crisis.

16) Decveclopment of Islamic thought particularly in social scicnces in order to
cnablc it to face the challengcs.

17) Expansion of leisure time versus limited wages and income.

18) Spread of unemployment among the youth.
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19) The Islamic revival: from sclf assertion to the formulation of an allernative
civilizational project.

20) Swonger call for Islamic unity and the cmergence of institutions for actual
achicvement.

This is not the place to expound these tendencics. Thosc interested may want to
refer to the rescarches and documents of the Algiers symposium on the future of the
Islamic world (Shawwal 141011/May 1990) organized by the Centre of Islamic

Future Studies (London), which will soon be published in book form by the same
cenler.

It scems that the pressure will intensify on the Islamic World. This is not a ncw
devclopment; invasions and divisions have affected the Islamic world for more than
two centurics.  Although they paralyze the Islamic World and shackle it with
sccondary issues that lead nowhere, they may also play a stimulating role and boost
the energies of the Muslim individual thus frecing him from the grasp of dependence
and backwardenss.

This state of deterioration will be followed by the relinquinshing by various states
of their responsiblity in terms of any social action in order to sparc their clforts and
gear them towards solving their cconomic woes as a result of soaring debts, reduced
job opportunitics, hankering for :the possession of Western goods, drawing
inspiration from Western thought, language, culture and civilization. This lcads to a
ncw form of slavery for Muslims as a result of the need to sccure work or hard
currency. This in turn Icads to new forms of colonialism or protcctorale that cnable

the forcign visitor and investor o enjoy freedoms and privileges not cnjoyed by the
indigenous population.

Cultural action programmec for a betfer future

In order to confront the negative cffects of the above-mentioned tendencics in the
ncar futurc and to bencfit [rom their positive aspects, c¢fforts in the Islamic World
should be concentrated in the following ficlds:

- Education and cultural training to build the culwral identity

- Protecting the Muslim individual religiously, scientifically, intellectually and
culturally

- Nurturing the spirit of challenge and competition

11



Nurturing the spirit of perseverance and resistance

Nurturing the principles of justice, integrity and the struggle against tyranny
and ncgligence

¥

Resistance to consumer modcls and the phenomenon of dependence

}

Giving Sharia its proper rolc in establishing socicty's laws, systems and lifc
patterns.

Educate this gencration according to the teachings of the Holy Qur'an and the
Prophct's Sunna whilc avoiding cxcessive zcal as well as ignorance.

Refing the spirits of pcople and urge them to do good for their well-being in
the herealter

i

Present the Prophet (PBULT) as the ultimate model

Nurture collcctive spirit and discourage isolationism and individualism

Lncourage participation in the Islamic civilizational project.

These ficlds arc interconnccted and interdependent. To achicve the above
objcctives, we must begin by fighting sluggishness, apathy and the spirit of defeatism
in facing problems. Similarly, we must not give up hope aflter the first altempt,
Thesc arc basically cultural problems to which should be added the fight against
fanaticism and ignorance in addition to consolidating commitmcent to the Holy Book
and the Sunna in such a way as to preserve the foundations of Islamic legislation and
benefit from the offerings of the current cra.

Thosc who belicve in the separation of lcarning from-knowledge, scicnee from
culturc and culture from development are necessarily doomed to failure. And those
who belicve that development is scicnce becoming culture, that Islam is the Qur'an

becoming a way of life and that the Prophet Mohammed (PBUI) is our best example
will nccessarily prevail.

May Almighty Allah guide us onto the right path.
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Footnotes
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