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David Kahn [KAHN, David, "The Code Breakers"
MACMILLAN Publishing Company New York 1976]:

“Cryptology was born among the Arabs. They were the first
to discover and write down the methods of cryptanalysis”
(David Kahn, The Code Breakers, p.93).

Al b it e Tl 158 3] 60 all g iy Fondl e 35 3D
A5, ol
The first volume published in July 2003 presented the

oldest known manuscript in the world on cryptanalysis that
was written in the 9" century AD by al-Kindi.

“It is an excellent job, and a major contribution to the history
of cryptology” (David Kahn, 18 August 2003)
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Brian Winkel [KRUH, Loues, "Arab Origins of Cryptology"
Cryptologia, Vol. 17, No. 2, pp. 166-167, April 1993]:

“We are pleased to review this wonderful work and bring it to
the attention of our readers”
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(Brian Winkel, Editor of the review Cryptologia, 5 Oct. 2003)
el Lzl o155 13 s ¢ M Jondl s ) L Bl i

James L. Massey
B O e Sladadll e £31]
[4 SV ] da Al ndall (8 &l o1 32U
This book (volume one of the series) begins with some
valuable explanatory material that will assist the reader in
understanding the setting in which al-Kindi’s treatise was
written, but it is the treatise itself that will grip the
imagination of the reader. This is a book that must be read,
and re-read, by every person with a real interest in

cryptology.”’(James L. Massey, Copenhagen, Denmark, 31
August 2003)

“It 1s difficult when reading al-Kindi’s treatise 0N
cryptanalysis to imagine that it was written 1150 years ago. It
is entirely ‘modern’ in its scientific methodology and even in
its explanations... . This is a book that must be read, and re-
read, by every person with a real interest in
cryptology.”(James L. Massey, Copenhagen, Denmark, 31
August 2003)
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The second volume (published in Dec. 2003) is the edition of
a manuscript entitled: “ IbnAdlan's Treaties: al-mu'allaflil-
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malik al-'Ashraf” a real manual of cryptanalysis written at the
beginning of the 13th century AD to the Ayuby king al-
“Ahraf.

“One of the most enjoyable parts of Ibn Adlan's manuscript is
its closing section where he takes the reader through a
complete example of a cryptogram that he had broken 775
years ago, describing his false starts, corrections, and ultimate
success. Anyone who has worked in cryptanalysis will
recognize this as the authentic experience of a highly skilled
cryptanalyst.” (James L. Massey, Copenhagen, Denmark, 14
February 2004).
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The third volume covers Ibn ad-Durayhim's Treatise on
Cryptanalysis. Volume four is the edition of the largest and
most elaborated treatise on cryptology ever found in Arabic
till now. It was written at the beginning of the 13" century by
ibn Dunaynir. The fifth volume is the edition of three treatises
on cryptanalysis of poetry. They were written between the
end of the 9" century and the end of the 13" century AD.

The following is from James L. Massey comments on
volumes three, four, and five of the series, Stated on the 8" of
February 2007: "Volume 3 contains ibn ad-Duryahim's
treatise on cryptanalysis. His most important and intriguing
contribution was the quite explicit introduction of modular
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arithmetic..... | must say that I found Volume 4 with ibn
Dunaynir's treatise to be the most interesting of these three
newly translated books ...... ibn Dunaynir made an important
cryptographic innovation, namely the use of numbers to
represent letters, followed by operations on these numbers.....
Perhaps the central lesson to be learned from Vol. 5 is that the
cryptanalysis of enciphered poetry was widely practiced
among the Arabs as early as the 10" century. This suggests
that the principles of cryptanalysis were already known by
many non-experts."
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Simon Singh [SIMON SINGH, "The Code Book, the science
of secrecy from Ancient Egypt to Quantum Cryptography",
Fourth Estate, London, 1999.] [Simon Singh “The Code
Book. The Secret History of Codes and Code-Breaking".
1999]
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Arab Academy of Damascus publications

Origins of Arab
Cryptography and Cryptanalysis

Volume One

Analysis and Editing of Three Arabic Manuscripts

Al-Kindi, Iba-Adlan, Ibn-Al-Durahim

DM, MRAYATI

YAHYA MEER ALAM HASSAN AL-TAYYAN

Introduction By
Dr. CHAKER FAHAM

Publications of the Arsb Academy of Damascus

Origins of Arab

Cryptography and Cryptanalysis

Volume two
Analysis and Editing of Eight Arabic Manuscriplts

Dr. M. MRAYATI

De. Y. MEER ALAM Dr. Ho AL-TAYYAN

Yorward By
Dr. CHARER AL FAHAM
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Arabic Origins of Cryptology

Volume Four
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