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The Hadith of: “Women Who Change
the Creation of Allah”
A Critical Study
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Abstract

This research studies and analyzes ‘Abdullah bun
Mas’uud’s hadith on prohibiting plucking eyebrows,
fixing hair extensions, tattoos and filing teeth because they
change the creation of Allah.

It aims at bringing together all the texts and
narrations of the hadith, clarifying the proven prophetic
wording, and examining the authenticity of the word:
(women who change the creation of Allah) whether it can
be categorized to be a marfoo’ or mawqoof hadith.

The methodological approach adopted in this
research is the inductive and deductive approach, through
which all texts and narrations of this hadith are explored
and given the appropriate ruling. After which the
justification with ‘changing the creation of Allah’ is
examined and investigated as to what length is it
conformity with the extant texts of the Shari’ah.

The research led to some significant findings of which
some are as follows:

1- That the statement: (women who change the creation
of Allah) is only proven to be the words of
‘Abdullah bun Mas’uud, and it could not be traced
with an acceptable and authentic chain of narration
to the words of the Prophet —peace and blessings be
upon him-.

2- That majority of the Quranic Exegetes are of the
view that the verse (interpretation of the meaning):
“and indeed I will order them to change the creation
of Allah” means changing the religion and fitrah,
not the human physical appearance.

3- The prohibited changing of nature is that which
involves shirk, or deceit, or harm, or physical
defects, or imitating people of immorality.
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Research Recommendations:

The importance of clarifying the texts of the
authentic hadiths and identifying the basis of rulings in
order to derive considerable justifications, and finding out
the legal wisdoms and its due objectives.

Keywords:
Changing the appearance, cosmetic surgeries,
plucking eyebrows, tattoos.
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