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The Distinction of the Scholars’ Clothing and Appearance: A Foundational Study

Mosaed Abdullah Hamad Al-Hogail*
Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University
(Received 01/01/2018; accepted for publication 05/02/2018.)

Abstract: In this paper, the researcher examines whether the Sharia scholars should have a distinct form of clothing and appearances
that distinguish them as Sharia scholars from the rest. The research includes a review of the guidance of the Prophet peace be upon him and
his companions regarding their clothing and attire; a review of the historical roots of this matter; followed by the induction of the Sharia
ruling on this issue along with analysis and examination of previous views of scholars who had studied this subject. The researcher concludes
that having the Sharia scholars’ clothing and appearances similar to those of the common people comes more in line with the guidance of

Sunna, rather than having a distinctive clothing and appearances; this is while taking into consideration the benefits and disadvantages of
such choices .
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